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House Approved Funding for Tribal Health and Wellness Initiatives

                             Contact: Betsy Hart 202-226-8555

HOUSE                              APPROVES FUNDING FOR TRIBAL HEALTH AND WELLNESS INITIATIVES

Washington,                              DC- Today, the House of Representatives passed                              legislation that includes funding requested by Rep.                              Herseth Sandlin for health and wellness initiatives                              in Indian Country. The projects were included in legislation                              that provides funding for the Departments of Labor,                              Health and Human Services, Education and Related Agencies                              for Fiscal Year 2010.

“The                              funding in this bill provides assistance in addressing                              some of the healthcare challenges facing Indian Country,                              and includes targeted funds for youth suicide prevention,                              youth substance abuse prevention, and maternal care,”                              Rep. Herseth Sandlin said. “I’m proud                              to lend my support to these efforts and will continue                              working to improve the quality of life for members                              of the nine sovereign tribes I represent in Congress.”                              
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House Approved Funding for Tribal Health and Wellness Initiatives

Funding                              included in the legislation requested by Rep. Herseth                              Sandlin includes: 

    -  

$500,000                                for youth suicide prevention and early intervention                                at the Wiconi Wakan Health &amp; Healing Center                                on the Rosebud Sioux Tribe Reservation

    -  

                                $90,000 for alcohol and drug awareness and youth                                suicide preventions programs for the Cheyenne River                                Sioux Tribe

    -  

                                $60,000 for a new ultrasound machine for Native                                Women’s Health Care in Rapid City, which includes                                service to the Oglala Lakota, Rosebud and Standing                                Rock Sioux Tribes

House                              passage of the Fiscal Year 2010 Labor-HHS-Education                              Appropriations bill is one step in the appropriations                              process. The U.S. Senate is expected to approve its                              own Fiscal Year 2010 Labor-HHS-Education Appropriations                              bill. The two chambers of Congress would then reconcile                              these bills into a final conference bill that would                              be placed before both houses of Congress for approval.
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